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MISSION STATEMENT

In light of Church documents, Catholic schools in the Diocese of Reno, in partnership with parents, are committed to fostering gospel values, academic excellence
and life-long service in a faith-centered community.

We all have them-books we turn to and return to for various reasons. One book which I use often is: Stay With Us Lord: Prayers and Reflections for Educators, published by The National Catholic
Education Association and Edited by Michael P. Caruso, SJ in 2005.
This book provides prayers for so many situations we may experience in Catholic schools, as parents, administrators, teachers and others.
One prayer, on page 42, epitomizes the gratitude of a student. It says:

“A Prayer for My School
Dear Father, my school is very important to
Me and my friends. I learn about God and
Prayer everyday. I learn how to obey my teachers
And treat my friends well. The kindness of our
Community, through donations and volunteering,
Has given us our school. Thank you Lord for the
Nice teachers and friends at my school.
Please help me and my school
Obey and honor you. Please bless my school and my
Teachers. I make this prayer in your Holy name. Amen.”
So, I too, am grateful for the “nice teachers and friends” in our Diocese of Reno Catholic schools
and pray that God will continue to bless our school community as we prepare for Thanksgiving.
Please enjoy the next few pages and share in the gratitude our schools are showing today and always.

Western Catholic Education Association (WCEA) accreditation update:

Little Flower School completed its accreditation visit on October 21, 2021. Little
Flower was the first school in WCEA to complete the pilot protocol based on the
National Standards and Benchmarks for Effective Catholic Schools (The Standards).
One statement in the Report of Findings was: “Little Flower School provides an
atmosphere, curriculum, and culture that places the Gospel, Jesus Christ, and the Catholic Faith at the center of all
its endeavors. An observation made by the Visiting Committee is that Catholic Social teachings are integrated into
the daily life of students.”
Thank you to the following people who served on the visiting committee:
Kathy Hicks, WCEA Commissioner, Diocese of Spokane
Carol Grewal, Archdiocese of San Francisco
Sharon Hunt, Principal, Holy Family School, Clarkston, WA
Matt Galli, Bishop Manogue Catholic High School
Michon McElroy, St. Albert the Great Catholic School
Dr. Gary Pulsipher, St. Teresa of Avila Catholic School
Kelsey Melarkey, Our Lady of the Snows Catholic School
Dr. Susan Kehoe, St. Albert the Great Catholic School

Our Lady of the Snows Catholic School completed its accreditation visit on October 27, 2021. Our Lady of the
Snows used the current “Improving Student Learning” protocol. One statement from the Report of Findings was:
“The visiting committee observed a tremendous sense of dedication and community among the faculty, staff, students, parents, and pastor at Our Lady of the Snows School. The school is deeply rooted in Catholic faith and traditions and keeps this focus at the heart of all they do. The richness of the school’s Catholic Identity combined
with the high level of student achievement was inspiring to see.”
Thank you to the following people who served on the visiting committee:
Dr. Julie Cantillon, Associate Superintendent, Diocese of San Diego
Brianne Thoreson, Principal, Bishop Manogue Catholic High School
Carly Pagni, St. Albert the Great Catholic School
Roxana Gutierrez, Little Flower Catholic School
Jodi Potter, St. Albert the Great Catholic School
Bonnie Silsby, St. Teresa of Avila Catholic School
St. Teresa of Avila Catholic School will have their visit in March. St. Albert the Great Catholic School and Bishop
Manogue Catholic High School will prepare and have their visits in the next few years.
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The Diocese of Reno is committed to
the safety of our children and vulnerable adults.
We are in full compliance with the Dallas Charter and remain diligent in maintaining this compliance.
Through the "Protecting God's Children" program we train people to be
more aware of how to protect children
and vulnerable adults, and also the possible warning signs of abuse and neglect.
Each year all children within our Religious Education programs and within
our schools are provided the opportunity to participate in Empowering
God’s Children.
Together, all of us can help to ensure safe environments in our parish,
schools, facilities and even beyond.
To register for a background check and also take an online Protecting
God’s Children Awareness Session, visit our website: https://
renodiocese.org/safe-environment/. You can also register for an inperson Awareness Session.
For additional information, please contact Elda Juarez at (775) 326-9445.

Please help support D.O.R.S with iGiveCatholic
on Giving Tuesday. All schools have recipients!

www.igivecatholic.org/organizations/d-o-r-s
www.catholicrenoscholarship.org
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There is always so much to be thankful for and this time of year is a reminder to slow down and really appreciate the
GOOD in our lives. As we head into the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons, Bishop Manogue Catholic High School is
reflecting back on our Fall semester and all the happy memories it brought and continues to bring.
First, BRAVO to all of our Fall student-athletes. Many of our
Manogue Miners went onto Regional and State
competitions and had great success. Their dedication and passion was very evident and it was fun to watch all of our student-athletes. Of course we couldn’t be more grateful for our
coaches and mentors who commit their time to our studentathletes and really lead the way to a fun and positive season.
We look forward to even more pride-filled winter and spring
sports seasons. Go Miners!

Something newly added to the BMCHS event calendar was the
first annual Hall of Fame dinner. Six honorees were recognized
and inducted into the BMCHS Hall of Fame, joining more than
40 others. The dinner was held at Bishop Manogue in October
and welcomed more than 100 people to support and honor the
new inductees. This year’s Hall of Fame honorees are: Ross
Barker, Stephen and Karen Benna, Maureen O’Mara, and
Charles and Jennifer Oppio. THANK YOU Hall of Famers, your
continued support and love for Bishop Manogue is greatly appreciated.

Lastly, as we head into the season of giving, we want to put a special spotlight on our Sodality Club. This all-girls Christian service
club, lead by faculty member Christine Sexton, has more than 150
members working on projects that give back to our community.
These projects include (but certainly are not limited to): making
blankets for children with cancer, baking cookies and making Valentine’s cards for senior citizen group-homes, putting together
care packages for Veterans, and much more. Their current outreach is focused on the annual Thanksgiving Food Drive, which
benefits the less fortunate in the Reno-Sparks community. Now
through November 18, Sodality is encouraging the entire BMCHS
student body to get involved and give back by donating food
items. The club will then organize and package the donations and send them to the St. Vincent de Paul Society pantry
at Little Flower Church, along with $40 gift cards for the families in need. Please join us in praying and praising these
young women as they continue the good work in helping our community
members. To help with donations, you can email Christine.Sexton@bishopmanogue.org

Bishop Manogue Catholic High School | www.bishopmanogue.org | (775) 336-6000

Our Lady of the Snows School
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1125 Lander Street, Reno, NV
775-322-2773 www.ourladyofthesnowsschool.org

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:
We, the community of Our Lady of the Snows Catholic School, in light of the teachings of Christ, are dedicated to promoting the Gospel values, pursuing academic excellence, and preparing students to be responsible citizens who live
God’s Word.

Thanksgiving
Our school community is preparing our hearts to be filled
with gratitude. For several years now, students have been
keeping a daily record of life’s little blessings. Keeping a
gratitude journal is among our most popular practices because it gives students a chance to reflect on what is most
important to them and others. Some excerpts include:
“I’m thankful that my teacher is so nice.”
“I’m thankful we had lots of food to give”
“I’m thankful that we have had such nice weather to play
in.”
To continue with our Faith Building Projects at Snows, we are participating in the Big Reno Coat Drive (BRCD).
This year, the BRCD partnered with the Washoe County School District and Education Alliance. We are dedicating the next two School Mass collections to this effort. These funds will be given the BRCD to purchase coats for
those in need.
We are grateful for our Veterans. In honor of Veteran’s Day, we held a virtual Veteran’s Day Assembly to honor all those who served. The entire
school participated by singing songs, reciting poems and making a special art project for the VA
Hospital.

We thank God for all of
our many blessings!
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ST. ALBERT THE GREAT CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Learning to Know, Love, and Serve God

At St. Albert the Great Catholic School, we are feeling thankful and blessed that we are able to resume some
of the activities that we had to hold off on last year due to Covid. On October 29, we celebrated Halloween
with our annual Halloween Parade, held outside. It was fun to see the students dressed up in fun and creative
costumes. Class prizes were awarded for most original, religious/spiritual, and funniest costumes. We are
thankful for our many wonderful classroom volunteers who make our parties so festive and special.
We are excited to be able to have art classes once again. Ms. Ellis, our art teacher, is doing so many amazing
projects with our students, and it’s a joy to see their artwork decorating our halls.
We are blessed with a truly loving and giving community at St. Albert’s. Our Diaper Drive was a huge success where families donated enough diapers to fill the back of a truck. Our annual Koats for Kids Drive has
begun, and families are donating gently used coats for those less fortunate in our community. Our Thanksgiving Outreach is in full swing where we will once again be donating gift cards to our adopted families.

.

We understand the importance of thanking God for the blessings in our life, but we should be aware that giving thanks to one another is also important. Giving thanks to others is a way of uniting us to one another. By
giving thanks to God, we thank Him for the blessings He has given us in this life. When we thank one another, we extend love to one another and acknowledge the love received. Thank you, St. Albert’s community, for
bringing so many blessings into our lives each day. We pray that we may continue to grow as a community of
love and that we thank one another for the blessing we are in each other’s lives.

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good. His
love endures forever.

St. Albert the Great School, 1255 St. Albert’s Drive Reno, NV 89503 (775) 747-3392 www.stalbertcatholicschool.org/
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Little Flower School
Different Where It Counts
1300 Casazza Dr.
Reno, NV 89502
(775) 329-2931

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no
variation or shadow due to change. — James 1:17

Thank you for your support during the Accreditation process. We have a great school, and
it was affirmed during the process. We will continue to make our school better with the
team’s recommendations. Our mission for the Little Flower Catholic School Community is
to provide our children a faith-filled environment involving Catholic education rooted in
high academic expectations, leadership, and service opportunities.

“Happiness and gratitude go hand in hand.” Dr. Zimmerman

We are thankful to Tom Dolan, and the Dolan Auto Group. They provided our project with a
$1,500,000 pledge and partnered with Little Flower to develop and start implementing a broader publicity strategy. In acknowledgement of Tom Dolan’s generosity and support of the project, the new multi-purpose/gymnasium will be named the “Dolan Family Center.” This new
facility will bring joy and happiness to all who use it! It will be used for lunches, to play sporting events and much more!

“Gratitude is when you focus on what you have rather than what you don’t.” Mother Teresa

Thanks to the Dolan Auto Group and giving back to our Reno community. Little Flower School
was awarded $5,000. The money will be used towards new SmartBoards. We are so thankful for
the Dolan Auto Group for the opportunity to better our school though technology.
Gratitude for our special and loved children is always present at Little Flower. These students are
why we are grateful, and they are why we teach and strive to be an exemplary steward of “Know the
Way, Show the Way, and Go the Way.”

To you, oh God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise, for you have given me wisdom and power. — Daniel 2:23
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St. Teresa of Avila Catholic School, 567 South Richmond Ave. Carson City, NV 89703, www.stts.org

