
 

St. Albert the Great Catholic School 
Jr. High Expectations & Policies 
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Students and parents must read this document before completing the Parent & Student Agreement (Google 
Form) by Friday, August 22, 2025. This document will be available in Google Classroom Homeroom 
folders at all times.  
 
School Mission Statement 
 
Rooted in our Catholic faith, St. Albert the Great Catholic School, in partnership with parents and the 
parish community, is dedicated to providing academic excellence while forming disciples who know, love, 
and serve God.  
 
Behavior Expectations 

 
Student behavior has a significant impact on student learning and success. All students are entitled to a 
safe learning environment with minimal distractions and disruptions. To maximize the effectiveness of 
instructional time, behavior expectations must be established and maintained. These behavior expectations 
are set forth by each teacher at St. Albert Jr. High and are managed using a demerit system for consistency 
and fairness. 
 
Demerit System Information 
 

●​ If a student fails to meet the behavior expectations at school (acting inappropriately, being 
disruptive, not following school rules and policies) they will receive one or more demerits. 

●​ Filling out a demerit form requires students to reflect on their misbehavior and discuss an S.L.E. 
(Schoolwide Learning Expectations) that they failed to meet. Students must also write about how 
they affected others and how they will improve their behavior in the future. 

●​ Students must complete demerit forms thoughtfully and appropriately and immediately return them 
to the issuing teacher. Failure to do so will result in further reflection during lunch. 

●​ Teachers will input all demerits in FACTS where parents and students can view behavior reports. 
Parents will receive automatic emails through FACTS when a behavior report is generated. 

●​ If a student receives four or more demerits in one week, he or she will receive a detention, which 
will be served on Fridays during lunch. The week begins with Friday and ends the following 
Thursday. 

●​ Homeroom teachers will notify parents and students of detentions to be served. 
●​ Demerits directly affect conduct grades in each class, and are assigned using the following grading 

scale: 
o​ 0-3 demerits = A 
o​ 4-5 demerits = A- 
o​ 6-7 demerits = B 
o​ 8-9 demerits = C  
o​ 10-11 demerits = D  

●​ Conduct grades are awarded on each quarterly report card and will be reset at the beginning of the 
next quarter.  

●​ A conduct grade of a C or D will result in progressive disciplinary action with principal involvement. 
●​ Repeated or more serious types of infractions will warrant a referral to administration. 
●​ If a student reaches a cumulative total of 15 demerits in all classes combined in a semester, a 

mandatory parent conference with the principal will be held. 
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Examples of Behaviors That Can Result in Demerits 
 
A list of behaviors that can result in a demerit is provided below. This list is not all inclusive, but is 
provided to illustrate unacceptable behaviors. Behaviors other than those listed may result in a demerit(s). 
Different types of behaviors are assigned a certain number of demerits which are recorded and monitored 
in FACTS. 
 

●​ Behaviors that will earn you 1 demerit: 
○​ Arriving late to class 
○​ Coming to class unprepared 
○​ Chewing gum 
○​ Uniform violations 
○​ Cell phone violation 

●​ Behaviors that will earn 2 demerits: 
○​ Being out of assigned seat or wandering during class 
○​ Inappropriate or disruptive behavior in the classroom, hallway, lunchroom, playground,  

or during Mass 
○​ Habitual uniform violations 
○​ Continued cell phone violations 

●​ Behaviors that will earn 3 demerits: 
○​ Showing disrespect towards teachers, school staff, students, or school property 
○​ Inappropriate use of technology including personal and school electronic devices 
○​ Continuous inappropriate or disruptive behavior 
○​ Cheating / Plagiarism (as well as referral to administration, 1 day suspension) 

●​ Any violation of school policies and rules that are set forth in this document or the Parent-Student 
Handbook will also result in demerits. 

 
Behavior Reports and Suspensions 

Behavior reports and suspensions directly affect conduct grades. The St. Albert Parent-Student Handbook 
outlines the impact of behavior reports on conduct grades. Suspensions will lower conduct grades by at 
least one or more letter grades depending on the infraction and circumstances. 

Electronic Devices 

Students will routinely use their required personal electronic devices during each school day for academic 
activities that utilize technological applications and resources such as IXL, Google Docs, and Duo Lingo. 
Personal electronic devices will be used by students to research, create, publish, and share content. This 
will help students develop 21st century skills and build digital literacy through mobile learning. Students 
also will be taught proper online etiquette to ensure safety, security, and accountability prior to completing 
assignments on electronic devices. Additionally, students are expected to use FACTS and Google 
Classroom to routinely check their grades and to access the weekly newsletter and assignments. The school 
provides internet access for students, staff, and guests. The login for student internet access is Students 
and the password is wifi1255.  
 

Rules have been created to ensure proper and safe use of technology while students are at school as well as 
provide security of students’ personal electronic devices. St. Albert the Great Catholic School is not liable 
for loss, theft, or damage of personal electronic devices; students are responsible for safeguarding their 
personal belongings, including their personal electronic devices. Specific rules and policies have been 
established to help secure and protect students’ personal belongings. Electronic device rules apply any time 
students are on school property including during sporting practices and at the after school program. 
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Rules for Electronic Devices: 

●​ Personal electronic devices and chargers must be clearly marked with the student’s name, and 
protective cases are highly recommended. 

●​ Students must bring their personal electronic device and charger to school each day and to each 
class. If a student does not bring his or her device to school, they are considered unprepared for 
class and will receive a demerit. The school may be able to provide devices, but students should 
not rely on this.  

●​ Students must take their personal electronic device home every day.  
●​ Personal electronic devices must be fully charged when students arrive at school. If a 

student’s computer has a dead battery when needed in class, they are considered unprepared for 
class and will receive a demerit.  

●​ Charging may be available at school during certain classes or breaks, but sufficient time may not 
be available to adequately charge devices. 

●​ Students are only allowed to use personal electronic devices with teacher permission and 
supervision.  

●​ Students will follow instructions given by the teacher for assignments and projects using personal 
electronic devices.  

●​ Students will only access and use websites or applications that are relevant to the assignment.  
●​ Students will not access inappropriate websites. The school firewall blocks access to most 

unacceptable sites; the school wi-fi also tracks use of inappropriate or unauthorized websites. 
●​ Students may not record, videotape, or take pictures of teachers or students at any time during 

school unless specifically instructed to do so by the teacher. 
●​ Personal electronic devices (laptops, tablets, etc.) will not be used outside during the school day 

and will only be used during class time. Students cannot use personal electronic devices during the 
morning nutrition break or during the lunch break and recess, unless they have teacher permission. 

●​ Students will not use their personal electronic devices during school for personal communication, 
such as calling, texting, emailing, or chatting, or for social media, such as Instagram or Snapchat. 

●​ Cell phones must be powered off and placed in storage containers located in each homeroom. 
Students may retrieve their phones at the end of the school day. 

●​ If phones ring or make other noise during class students will receive a demerit.  
●​ If phones are found in backpacks, lockers, students’ pockets, etc. during the school day, they will 

be confiscated and turned into the office. Students will receive a demerit(s) and may retrieve their 
phone from the office at the end of the school day. 

●​ Students are not allowed to wear smartwatches at school. 
●​ Students must bring headphones or earbuds to school each day to use only when required by a 

teacher.   
●​ Student lockers should be locked at the end of each school day. Students should not give their 

locker combination to other students. 
●​ Students will respect each other’s property. Students will not use other students’ personal 

electronic devices. Students should not share their login and password information with other 
students.  

●​ School staff have the right to inspect and search personal electronic devices if inappropriate 
use is suspected.  

●​ Misuse of personal electronic devices will result in demerits or other progressive discipline that 
will be determined by the severity and type of infraction. Even though students are required to 
have a personal electronic device, using the device at school is still a privilege that can be revoked 
if the rules are not followed or if the privilege is abused.  

●​ These rules and policies also apply to student use of school-provided electronic devices. 
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Academic Integrity 

St. Albert the Great Catholic School expects all students to abide by ethical academic standards. Academic 
dishonesty– including plagiarism, cheating or copying the work of another, or any unauthorized 
communication between students for the purpose of gaining advantage during an examination – is strictly 
prohibited.  

▪​ Collaboration is to work together (with permission) in a joint intellectual effort. 

▪​ Plagiarism is to commit literary theft; to steal and pass off as one’s own ideas or words, and to create 
the production of another. When you use someone else’s words, you must put quotation marks around 
them and give the writer or speaker credit by citing the source. Even if you revise or paraphrase the 
words of someone else, if you use someone else’s ideas, you must give the author credit. Some Internet 
users believe that anything available online is public domain. Such is not the case. Ideas belong to 
those who create and articulate them. To use someone else’s words or ideas without giving credit to the 
originator is stealing.  
Plagiarism is not the same as cooperation or collaboration. Teachers often expect and encourage 
students to work together on assignments. This is okay, as long as whose work being presented is 
clearly given credit. 

▪​ Cheating includes, but is not limited to, copying or giving an assignment to a student to be copied 
(unless explicitly permitted by the teacher). Cheating also includes using, supplying, or 
communicating, in any way, unauthorized materials, including textbooks, notes, calculators, computers 
or other unauthorized technology, during an exam or project. 

▪​ Forgery or stealing includes, but is not limited to, gaining unauthorized access to exams or answers to 
an exam, altering computer or grade-book records, or forging signatures for the purpose of academic 
advantage​  

 
The determination that a student has engaged in academic dishonesty shall be based on specific evidence 
provided by the classroom teacher or other supervising professional employee, taking into consideration 
written materials, observation, or information from others.  Students found to have engaged in academic 
dishonesty shall be subject to disciplinary as well as academic penalties in accordance with St. Albert’s 
handbook policies. 
 
(https://www.plagiarism.org/article/what-is-plagiarism; http://www.jfkcougars.org/pdf/academic_Integrity_policy) 
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