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October 24, 2022 

Dear Parents, 
 
Many of you may not be familiar with the process and purpose of accreditation for Catholic 
Schools.  The following summary is taken from the Standards of Excellence for Continuous 
Catholic School Improvement Document of the WCEA (Western Catholic Education Association).   
 
Catholic school accreditation is a process for determining the quality of a school’s overall Catholic 
Identity and educational program.  The Catholic school examines itself to understand what is working 
well for the total school community and what it needs to do better to meet the learning needs of the 
students and to ensure long-term viability and vitality.  The school prepares a written Self-Study that 
identifies school strengths and critical growth areas. These critical growth areas form an Educational 
Improvement Plan that the school community addresses in the next six-year cycle of accreditation.  
Highly effective schools are always in a process of gathering data, analyzing results, planning, and 
implementing improvements.  The WCEA accreditation process supports and guides this practice. 

 
At the recent PTO meeting, Dr. Kehoe and I expressed the need for several parent volunteers to 
participate in the school accreditation self-study process.  The self-study process needs to be 
inclusive of all constituents in the school and parish. In fact, the WCEA Self-Study Handbook 
clearly states:    
 
One of the Seven Key Self-Study Outcomes is to include the involvement and collaboration of all 
shareholders in affirming evident strengths and promoting ongoing school improvement.  The focus of 
this outcome is to involve as many shareholders as possible in the process of accreditation.  Shareholders 
are involved through their participation on committees, review of drafts, input through surveys, etc.  
 

If you are interested in participating in the self-study process, please contact Dr. Kehoe or me. 
We can ensure that your participation and involvement is appropriate to your expertise and the 
Accreditation Factor being considered.  For example, your participation could be as a team 
member on one of the following domains being studied: Mission and Catholic Identity; 
Governance and Leadership; Academic Excellence; or Operational Vitality.  Or it could be as a 
reader to provide feedback on the Self-Study Summary Document.  
 
A final, but important note, is to expect (mid-November) a comprehensive survey on St. Albert 
the Great Catholic School.  Your feedback through the survey will be an important tool in the 
self-study process.  Your thoughtful completion of the survey will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Many thanks for your continued support and dedication to St. Albert’s. 
 
Bruce J. Stewart 
Principal 


